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Pictures used to hold a certain reverence. They were a 
rarity — a gateway to a di�erent time in our lives. 

You see, for all you young whipper snappers out there 
that never lived in a pre-high speed internet day or even 
had to live in a world where families shared one or two 
phones in the home (some that were even anchored to 
the wall!), there was a time when taking a photograph 
wasn’t constantly a readily available option. There once 
was a time when cameras were so prohibitively expensive 
and film was so costly that pictures were only taken of 
special occasions. So every picture that was taken was an 
important one. There was no taking a million selfies in the 
bathroom mirror, deleting each one and taking another ad 
nauseam until you look just right. There was one moment 
captured and you were probably squinting or had that 
wonderful red eye e�ect going on and you most certainly 
weren’t always giving the best pose.

To this day, my mother has albums upon albums filled 
with pictures of me and my siblings at di�erent stages of 
our childhoods. When I got married and had children of 
my own, my wife and I carried on that tradition. We have 
books filled with pictures of our three boys up to the first 
couple of years of their lives, but then you’ll notice a huge 
gap in our photographic family history. Smart phones 
finally hit the mass market, dropped in price and became 
readily available. Well at least to my wife, I still hung onto 
my caveman phone for a long time, but that’s a story for a 
di�erent time. Within the past few years, pictures have lost 
the rare treasure status that they once had, and camera 
phones have gotten so advanced that even the most 
novice photographer can take breathtaking photos with a 
device that fits right in your back pocket. 

Sure, my wife gets photos printed o� of our phones from 
time to time, and we have a few newer albums because of 
that. But, for the most part, every memory we’ve captured 
is out there in a digital cloud that could at a moment’s 

notice be gone, erasing years of history along with it.

With that in mind, I couldn’t help but think about how 
important photographs are to telling the story of who we 
are, and how horrible it would be if they would suddenly 
go away one day. Every week, our local historian Kirk 
Pearce publishes photographs from bygone eras, giving 
us a window into a time period that we can never visit 
again. So, when we decided to make a publication based 
on the history of Lebanon’s Old Town in conjunction with 
a documentary that Eric Adams’ Lebanon High School art 
students put together over the summer, our first idea was 
to go to Kirk and see what he could dig up on Lebanon’s 
history. Although Kirk has a collection like no other (we’re 
talking museum-filling collection of photographs), there 
is one era of Lebanon’s history that is woefully lacking in 
photographs. As Kirk learned through his many years of 
research, interviewing several of the long-time residents of 
Old Town, many of whom have passed on, they just didn’t 
have any pictures of the earlier days of Old Town because 
pictures were just too expensive and frankly unimportant 
to these people’s lives, which were often consumed more 
with how are we going to survive rather than wouldn’t it 
be nice if we had a family photograph?

The history of Old Town is an eye opening one, and the 
story of the birth of Lebanon itself. Some of it is hard to 
hear. Some of it is sad. Some of it features some of our 
community’s greatest and lowest moments in history. But, 
most importantly, it is a time that should not be forgotten. 
When we, here at the Laclede County Record, heard 
about the LHS project, we felt it was important to get 
their story out there to the community. This is a part of our 
community’s history that not many people know, but one 
that they need to know. We hope that through this project 
we help preserve that history and keep it alive for more 
generations to come. As the old saying goes, we must 
learn from the past before we can truly move forward.

Our HistoryOur HistoryOur History
By: Fines Massey
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BY ERIC ADAMS

LHS students spent the 
summer investigating 
Lebanon’s history.

Photo by Keilei Petary
A behind-the-camera view shows Vernon Heights resident Judy Williams telling a story of growing 

up in Lebanon. Williams recalls living in Lebanon all her life. She said her great-grandfather built the 
steps of the Old Adams Building, one of the first public school buildings in Lebanon.
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evealing the history of Old Town Lebanon to our next 
generation was the purpose of the 2018 Summer Experience 
art class at Lebanon High School. About 30 students rotated 
responsibilities to document Old Town and paint a mural 

depicting Harold Bell Wright’s controversal book “The Calling 
of Dan Matthews” at L-Life Food Bank.

Both projects did more than teach artistic skills, they 
uncovered Lebanon’s rich history. The hustle and bustle of 
Lebanon did not always revolve around I-44, Route 66 or 

even Commercial Street. Prior to the Civil War, Main Street was the center of 
economic activity tucked away o� Harwood Avenue between Wood, Cherry 
and Kenoly streets. The decline of Old Town occurred when city leaders’ 
short-sightedness did not provide land for a railroad depot. When the 
depot was located south of Lebanon, the economic center also shifted.
Each school day in June included a trip to Old Town, L-Life or an 

educational road trip. We made weekly trips to Vernon Heights Senior 
Housing and W.T. Vernon Park to interact with residents. The namesake 
of these landmarks, William Tecumseh Vernon, is one of Lebanon’s most 
accomplished residents. He served at the pinnacle of government, 
education, and religion. This holy trinity of accomplishment included being 
appointed in 1906 by President Theodore Roosevelt to the Register of 
the US Treasury. He helped found Western University and was President 
of Campbell and Lincoln colleges. His faith led him to be bishop of the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church.
The success of the Old Town Documentary was centered around the 

dedication of teachers Elizabeth Barker, Shelley Oursbourn and Eric 
Adams. They provided a personal commitment to motivate and support 
students. 
Lebanon High School’s SADD program, Postive Choices - Lebanon, 

provided summer school funds through a “mini-grant” from ACT 
Missouri, which gets funds from the Missouri Department of Mental 
Health. This grant delivered positive-youth and character-development 
education for at-risk students.
The support provided supplies and allowed visiting artists Caullen 

Hudson and Shane Epping to provide real-world documentary skills. 
Hudson is a filmmaker and community activist. Epping is a University 
of Missouri photojournalist that has worked with the Missouri Photo 
Workshop. This workshop visited Lebanon in 1978 and in 2000, 
documenting the people and culture of the area.
Community members seemed eager to share stories that highlighted the 

personal experiences of growing up in and around Old Town. Among the 

evealing the history of Old Town Lebanon to our next 
generation was the purpose of the 2018 Summer Experience 
art class at Lebanon High School. About 30 students rotated 
responsibilities to document Old Town and paint a mural 

depicting Harold Bell Wright’s controversal book “The Calling 

Both projects did more than teach artistic skills, they 
uncovered Lebanon’s rich history. The hustle and bustle of 
Lebanon did not always revolve around I-44, Route 66 or 

Photo by Eric Adams

Former Laclede County Recorder Lynn Stowe searches 
for original plats of Lebanon. Laclede County was 

founded February 24, 1849, and Lebanon became a 
4th Class City on October 17, 1877.  The original Laclede 

County log courthouse and jail were along Main, St. 
Louis, Broadway, and High streets. There were also 

simple businesses like a shoe shop, blacksmith, drug 
store and mercantile.

Photo by Eric Adams

Visiting artist Shane Epping instructs LHS students Amber 
Montgomery, Josephine Denton and Makayla Barnett how 

to operate a DSLR camera. Epping is an MU photojournalist 
that has worked with the Missouri Photo Workshop.

Photo by Eric Adams
The hand of former Laclede County 

Recorder Lynn Stowe browses 
through 1870 plots of Lebanon. 

Photo by Eric AdamsPhoto by Eric AdamsPhoto by Eric AdamsPhoto by Eric AdamsPhoto by Eric AdamsPhoto by Eric Adams
The hand of former Laclede County The hand of former Laclede County 



many people who supported students included: 
Laura Valenti, cousins Mary Wilson and Beverly 
Thomson, Dr. James Ford, Joan Co�ey, Edith 
Jeannette Harden, Oreatha Joubert and Vanita 
Rae Smith.
Vincent Joubert III from L-Life Food Bank 

not only helped in the mural project but also 
recounted growing up in Old Town. He said he 
had many memories of Mt. Lebanon Methodist 
Church coming together once a month for a 
social gathering with the Wood Street Baptist 
Church. His grandfather, Frank Meachum, was 
the uno�icial mayor of Old Town.
Wood Street Baptist Church is the last 

operating church in Old Town. Pastor Sam Price 
and parishioner Edith Jeannette Harden shared 
the history and memories of their beloved 
church. Price said its long history goes back 
before the Civil War.
The Very Rev. Moses Berry from the Unexpected 

Joy Orthodox Church in Ash Grove provided 
a wealth of information about the history and 
struggles of the African-American community 
in southwest Missouri. 
The recently released movie “The Green Book” 

also highlights struggles associated with the 
Jim Crow era. Research revealed that Lebanon 
had at least four tourist homes as safe places for 
African Americans to stay and eat. E�orts are 
being made to locate these homes or people 
a�iliated with them. LHS teachers Kate Sutter 
and Stephanie Hasty provided research to get 
started on the search.
The rich oral histories from residents could 

only provide a portion of the details needed 
to understand Lebanon’s past. “The First 
Hundred Years” by Frances Gleason was an 
invaluable resource to kickstart our research. 
The 1979 “Bittersweet” article “We’ve Still Got 
Some Struggling to Go” by Michelle Stamp 
provided insight into Old Town history just one 
generation ago.

Photos by Eric Adams
 Former Laclede County Recorder Lynn Stowe helped the Lebanon High School summer school art project students by 
showing them some of the few surviving governmental documents from the time of Old Town. Many documents burnt up 
with the original courthouse in Old Town.
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Photo by Eric Adams
Lebanon High School 

summer school 
students walk to 
W.T. Vernon Park 

and Vernon Heights 
Senior Housing. Each 

week in June 2018, 
students would take 

photographs and 
interview residents to 

learn Lebanon history. 

Photo by Eric Adams
Lebanon High School students prepare to interview residents at Vernon Heights for their summer school project about Old 
Town.

Photo by T Jay Jackson
Eric Adams speaks to 

longtime Old Town resident 
Joan Co�ey.

Photo by Eric AdamsPhoto by Eric Adams
Lebanon High School students prepare to interview residents at Vernon Heights for their summer school project about Old 

Photo by T Jay Jackson
Eric Adams speaks to 

Photo by Eric Adams

Photo by Eric Adams
Lebanon High School teacher Eric 

Adams takes a selfie with visiting 
artist filmmaker Caullen Hudson, 

seniors Alexis Starnes and Adreana 
Irons (not pictured) while getting a ride 

to Vernon Cemetery. The trip was one 
of many that encouraged students to 

research and record local history.
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Local historians Joan Hart, Donnie Raef and Kirk Pearce 
were instrumental in filling in the blanks and to point us 
in the right direction. Former Laclede County Recorder 
Lynn Stowe and Lisa Little of the Laclede County 
Collector’s o�ice provided original documentation about 
Old Town.
Lebanon High School teacher Dan Sample and his 

students have been an inspiration. They are working 
with the Lebanon Park’s Department to renovate W.T. 
Vernon Park. It was discovered during an Old Town 
Documentary BBQ that the bathrooms do not work. 
Recent vandalism at the park also underlines the need 
to educate residents about the historical significance of 
Vernon Park.
Even though summer school is long over, continued 

interest has resulted in displays at the Laclede County 
Fair, Vernon Heights, with presentations for the Laclede 
County Genealogical Society and Laclede County 
Master Gardeners. Ongoing research keeps opening 
doors to more research and educational opportunites. ❖

Photo by Eric Adams
Visiting artist Shane Epping instructs Mady Tietze and Amber Montgomery how to operate an advanced digital camera for 

portrait photography. 

Photo by Keilei Petary

Laclede County Record freelance writer and historic-fiction author Laura Valenti talks to 
summer experience students about Harold Bell Wright. She explained how Wright lived 
in Lebanon as he wrote “The Shepherd of the Hills” and “The Calling of Dan Matthews.”  

Photo by Keilei Petary

Photo by Cody Haueter
One of the highlights of the 2018 Summer School was a barbeque at Vernon Park. Students hosted the event to encourage 

local residents to share stories about Old Town.. 
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Photo by Eric Adams

Lebanon High School summer experience students gather around the statue of Richard Parks Bland at the Laclede County Courthouse. 
A Democrat, Bland served in the United States House of Representatives from 1873 to 1895 and from 1897 to 1899, representing at 

various times the Missouri 5th, 8th and 11th congressional districts. He was known as “Silver Dick” for promoting a silver currency.
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We would like to thank Eric 
Adams and his Summer 
Experience Class, and all 
of our sponsors, without 
whom this publication 
would not have been 

possible.

A special thank you to Kirk 
Pearce for providing his 
personal historic photos, 
without people like him, 
our community’s history 

would be forgotten.

RememberingRememberingRememberingRememberingRemembering
We would like to thank Eric We would like to thank Eric 

Adams and his Summer 

We hope you
enjoy our mag�ine!
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WE’VE COME A LONG WAY WITH YOU!
Thanks to all of you, we are still going strong after over 50 years of building boats right here in Lebanon, MO. We look  

forward  to working with the builders, innovators, boaters, and enthusiasts leading the way in the generations to come. 

FROM
THEN...

...TIL 
NOW



The 2018 Summer Art students at Lebanon High School 
painted a mural at L-Life Food Bank depicting Denny’s 
Garden from the Harold Bell Wright book, “The Calling 
of Dan Matthews,” which is set in Lebanon (renamed 
‘Corinth’ in the novel) at the turn of the 20th century.  The 
book focuses on a beautiful garden as a metaphor of true 
faith and sincerity.  It contrasts with another metaphor 
in the form of the town’s “Monument,” which is 
actually our statue of Richard Parks Bland 
near the courthouse.  Wright uses the 
hollow metal “Monument” (but 
not the man it represents) to 
symbolize human pomp and 
circumstance lacking true 
substance. 
In the story, Dan Matthews 

comes to Corinth as a brand 
new preacher. At the crumbling 
old Academy School on the 
hill in Old Town, he meets Hope 
Farwell--a nurse from Chicago who 
isn’t interested in preachers.  Characters 
from the bottom of the town’s social order 
are cast as keepers of genuine faith as Dan 
struggles to keep his own as he deals with 
treachery and cruelty from the townsfolk. The garden is 
used by Denny, the disabled son of an Irish Catholic widow, 
to share and take care of his neighbors.  They also take in 
a girl, Grace, who has been unfairly outcast by all of the 

community except the African Americans in Old Town.
The mural incorporates the historic figure William 

Tecumseh Vernon, an African-American born to former 
slaves north of Lebanon who served as Register of the U.S. 
Treasury and presided over Western University as well as a 
bishop and missionary in the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church.  

Author Harold Bell Wright was the pastor of 
Lebanon’s First Congregational Church 

in 1905-1907.  
The mural was finished up 
and dedicated in late June 
2018. It was part of the same 
class that produced the Old 
Town documentary and was 
taught by Elizabeth Barker, 
Eric Adams and Shelley 

Oursbourn.
The “Dan Matthews” mural was a 

continuation of a mural that summer 
school art students had completed in 

2016 that depicted people picking apples.
This isn’t the first historic mural that LHS 

students have completed. In 2015, students 
painted a mural on the Skate Corral on North Missouri 
5 depicting the village of Wyota. That Native American 
village was originally where Old Town is today. ❖

the Past

actually our statue of Richard Parks Bland 
near the courthouse.  Wright uses the 
hollow metal “Monument” (but 
not the man it represents) to 

hill in Old Town, he meets Hope 
Farwell--a nurse from Chicago who 
isn’t interested in preachers.  Characters 
from the bottom of the town’s social order 
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Lebanon’s First Congregational Church 

in 1905-1907.  
The mural was finished up 
and dedicated in late June 

Oursbourn.
The “Dan Matthews” mural was a 

continuation of a mural that summer 
school art students had completed in 

2016 that depicted people picking apples.

By: Elizabeth Barker and LCR Sta�

Photo by Eric Adams
The former home of Harold Bell Wright

is on Adams Avenue.
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Josephine Fitts doing laundry at her home in 
Old Town 1950 era.

the Past
Josephine Fitts doing laundry at her home in Josephine Fitts doing laundry at her home in Josephine Fitts doing laundry at her home in Josephine Fitts doing laundry at her home in Josephine Fitts doing laundry at her home in Josephine Fitts doing laundry at her home in 

Old Town 1950 era.Old Town 1950 era.Old Town 1950 era.Old Town 1950 era.Old Town 1950 era.Old Town 1950 era.Old Town 1950 era.

Above, this illustration by Elizabeth Barker was used as the basis for the mural at L-Life Food Bank 
based on Denny’s Grade in the book, “The Calling of Dan Matthews.” Left, (photo by Mady Tietze) 
Barker helps freshman Mayli Knopf paint flowers on the mural at L-Life Food Bank in Lebanon. Bottom, 
(photo by Eric Adams) visiting artist filmmaker Caullen Hudson uses a jib video crane to capture a 
sweeping shot of students painting the mural at L-Life. 

The Old Academy was mentioned 
in Harold Bell Wright’s “The Calling 

of Dan Matthews,” above, which 
was based in Lebanon.
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Discover the history of Lebanon...

  Our roots...
    Our ancestors...
How we came to be.



The Old Town area of Lebanon has a rich history dating back 
to the time when Laclede County was organized in 1849 out 
of three neighboring counties—Pulaski, Wright and Camden.
The revitalization of Old Town in the 1980s changed the Old 

Town area completely and very few of the original houses 
and landmarks remain.
I have been collecting vintage photos of Lebanon 

and Laclede County for about 50 years, and 
there are very few photos of the “early days of 
Old Town’’ to be found. Among the earliest are 
of the Old Brick Union Church and the Old 
Academy, Lebanon’s first school of higher 
education. Both of these were gone by 1913. 
The Old Academy was made famous by 

Harold Bell Wright’s book “The Calling of 
Dan Matthews,’’ which although set in a 
fictional town is based on Lebanon. Wright, 
who also wrote “Shepherd of the Hills,” was a 
preacher in Lebanon at the time he wrote the 
book.
Beginning in 1996, I interviewed several old-time 

residents who grew up or lived in the Old Town 
area. However, none of these had any photos 
of their childhood days. They all recalled that times were 
extremely hard and there was no extra money for photos. 
Their families didn’t even own cameras. Mabel (Stallon) 
Givens, Robert (Bob) Fitts, Francis Pennington and Pearl 
Bennett, who I interviewed all attended the black Sumner 
School in Old Town. All were in their 90s or past the 100 mark 

when I visited them.
Mabel Givens who lived at 568 Catherine had a newspaper 

photo of her father Cap Stallon, a former slave, on his 100th 
birthday in 1942. He died four years later in 1946. She also 
had ribbons from the black lodge that met in Old Town. Bob 

Fitts had a photo of his mother Josephine Fitts taken at 
her home in Old Town in the 1950s while she was 

boiling clothes in a big black iron kettle in the 
yard. Pearl Bennett lived on Williams Street in 
the former home of Gov. J.W. McClurg, former 
governor of Missouri, who died in 1900 and 
is buried in the Lebanon Cemetery. Francis 
Pennington lived at 656 Wood Street.
All of these remembered the big celebrations 

in Old Town when Emancipation Day was 
observed each August 4, the date that 
President Abraham Lincoln freed the slaves. 

It was a day they all looked forward to. There 
was a big barbecue and entertainment.

Other early postcards were of Aunt Rose 
Wickersham and her home and cow from the early 

1900s. She worked for the Wallace family, who lived 
on Harwood Avenue, for many years. Others are 

of the Adam Vernon home, and Harrison Tavern. No early 
photos of the Sumner School can be found. However, I do 
have photos of the Wood Street Baptist and Mount Lebanon 
Methodist churches. 
Wood Street Baptist has served the community in the same 

spot since 1879 and services are still being held each week. 

of Old Town
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By: Kirk Pearce

William Tecumseh Vernon



of Old Town

Aunt Rose Wickersham and her 
cow in Old Town in the early 1900.

Above, Joseph McClurg, a former 
Governor of Missouri, whose 
home was in the Old Town area, 
poses for a picture in the 1890s.

Aunt Rose Wickersham and 
granddaughter at their home in 
Old Town in 1908.

Aunt Rose Wickersham and 
granddaughter at their home in 
Aunt Rose Wickersham and 
granddaughter at their home in 
Aunt Rose Wickersham and 
granddaughter at their home in 
Aunt Rose Wickersham and 

Aunt Rose Wickersham and her 
cow in Old Town in the early 1900.Left, Taystee 

Bread driver at 
The Old Town 
Store 1940s.

Below, Rock Quarry in Old 
Town was big business in the 
late 1800s.

Below, Sumner School in Old 
Town in the early 1940s.



Sam Price is the pastor and David Arnold, associate pastor. 
Mount Lebanon closed several years ago and the community 
was happy to have have Dr. James Ford, who grew up in the 
community, as pastor for a few years. Another early church 
was The First Methodist Church but it was short lived. Mount 
Lebanon was once called The African Methodist Church and 
was built Nov. 9, 1887.
In each generation’s passing, photos 

are lost, ruined or discarded, and this 
history through photographs will be 
lost forever. 
The Old Town area was where 

the Indian village Wyota once 
stood.
History tells us that Berry 

Harrison and James M. Appling 
each donated land for the town of 
Lebanon. The o�er was accepted 
by the first county court on Oct. 
1, 1849, and plans were made for a 
survey of the town.
The Rev. Benjamin Hooker, originally 

from Tennessee suggested that the new 
town be named “Lebanon’’ in memory 
of his home town in Tennessee.
The new town was surveyed and laid 

out in blocks, streets and alleys around 
a square. Streets named were Main, St. 
Louis, Broadway, High, Second, Third, Fourth, Plum, 
Apple, Cherry, Walnut, Catherine, Harrison, McPhail, 
Vernon and Wood.
A courthouse was the first public building on the 

square and made of logs. The first store there was owned 
by Berry Harrison, and then in 1853 John R. Harrison and 
Thomas Hooker built a store. By 1860, there were half a 
dozen stores.
The Old Academy, the first school in the town, was located five 

blocks from the square. The Old Brick Union Church was the 
first church building erected and served all denominations.
Lou Harrison Greenleaf was the first native Lebanon girl 

to be born, reared and married in the house her parents 
established. The Harrisons ran the Harrison Hotel in early 
Lebanon, which was one of the first businesses there.

The coming of the Frisco Railroad, which had been greatly 
anticipated, changed things for the Old Town area. Failure of 
the town council to donate to the railroad land they requested 
caused the station to be established three quarters of a mile 
out on the muddy prairie, the railroad missing the town by a 
quarter of a mile.
In 1869 businesses immediately relocated to the new 

addition, which was laid out parallel to the railroad and in 
a couple of years a new business center grew up and Old 

Town became simply the first ward of new Lebanon.
It was said that within the first year or two after the 
railroad came through and the establishment of the 
“new town,’’ the Old Town Square was practically 
depleted. By the mid 1870s only two stores remained 
in Old Town, however a few white families decided 
to remain there. At that time the Old Town area was 
mostly given over to the black community. 
Many of the African Americans in Old Town were slaves 

or descendants of the slaves of the Vernon, Cherry, 
Wickersham and Murphy families.

The Sumner black school was 
established in 1870 on McPhail Street 

and remained as a school until the 
W.T. Vernon School, formerly the 
United Services Organization 
(U.S.O.) building, was given to 
the community in 1942 when 
the U.S.O. closed, leaving the 
building empty. The building was 
much larger and also included a 
gym. The school closed on May 
23, 1958, and the last teacher was 

the late Mrs. Adolph (Eleanor) 
Ford, who taught grades 1-8. 

Students then attended Lebanon 
schools. Eleanor then became the first 

librarian for all four elementary schools 
in the Lebanon School District.
The late Gene McDowell recalled that 

Lebert McDowell and Leo Pennington 
were the first black students to attend 

Lebanon High School in 1955. George Case was one of the 
last to graduate from the black high school.
McDowell also said that at one time there were 125 black 
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In each generation’s passing, photos 
are lost, ruined or discarded, and this 
history through photographs will be 

The Rev. Benjamin Hooker, originally 
from Tennessee suggested that the new 

In 1869 businesses immediately relocated to the new 
addition, which was laid out parallel to the railroad and in 
a couple of years a new business center grew up and Old 

Town became simply the first ward of new Lebanon.
It was said that within the first year or two after the 
railroad came through and the establishment of the 

or descendants of the slaves of the Vernon, Cherry, 

by Berry Harrison, and then in 1853 John R. Harrison and 
Thomas Hooker built a store. By 1860, there were half a 

The Old Academy, the first school in the town, was located five 

The Sumner black school was 
established in 1870 on McPhail Street 

and remained as a school until the 
W.T. Vernon School, formerly the 
United Services Organization 
(U.S.O.) building, was given to 

23, 1958, and the last teacher was 
the late Mrs. Adolph (Eleanor) 

Ford, who taught grades 1-8. 
Students then attended Lebanon 

schools. Eleanor then became the first 
librarian for all four elementary schools 
in the Lebanon School District.

Above: Mabel (Stallon) 
Givens, who lived on 
Catherine Street and 

was daughter of a slave, 
Cap Stallon.

Above: Jacob Kenoly, who was 
a missionary to Liberia



SPRING 2019 • REMEMBERING OLD TOWN 21 

The old 
Harrison Hotel 
in Old Town in 
1905.

Lou (Harrison) Greenleaf, who was the first white 
person born and raised in Lebanon.

The Old Academy in 
Old Town is shown 

here in the early 1900s 
before it was torn down 

in 1913.

Lebanon Street 
Sweeper Uncle 
Smokey Jones 
poses for a picture 
in 1924.

Lebanon Street 
Sweeper Uncle 
Smokey Jones 
poses for a picture 
in 1924.

Josephine Fitts 
doing laundry at 
her home in Old 
Town during the 
1950s era.

The Old Academy in 
Old Town is shown 

here in the early 1900s 



families in Lebanon and in 1979 there were less than 100 
individuals. She also said that many moved away to seek 
better opportunities.
During the bicentennial year in 1976 the W.T. Vernon 

Memorial Park, acquired in 1958, was the recipient of a new 
shelter house. This was made possible through the e�orts 
of the Lebanon Rotary Club, the Lebanon Bicentennial 
Commission, the Laclede Area Vocational School and the 
Lebanon Park Board.
Time brings many changes and the 

biggest changes of the past 50 
years were during the time when 
the late Kenneth E. Cowan was 
mayor. One of his projects 
was the redevelopment of 
the Old Town area in the 
1980s. The development was 
made possible by ultimately 
$1 million received from 
the state of Missouri and 
HUD. In a press release to 
The Lebanon Daily Record, 
Cowan said, “When I think of 
the living conditions that many of 
the former residents experienced, 
it has been a great pleasure for all 
of us to realize the improvements in 
their standard of living. All of the displaced families 
now reside in living quarters that meet minimum 
housing standards which again is a marked new 
improvement in their way of life. The elderly high 
rise along with the other apartment complex 
developments provides for approximately 140 new 
housing units.’’
Eleanor Ford was a commissioner on the Board of 

Commissioners of the Lebanon Housing Authority. 
Serving as vice-chairperson of the Commission, she 
worked to get government funding for a housing complex 
for seniors in the Old Town section. She later was appointed 
as manager of the new Wyota Apartments and Lebanon 
Properties No. 2, a senior housing complex in Old Town. 
Ford was also the first African American to be named to the 
Lebanon Area Chamber of Commerce’s Wall of Honor.
The Old Town Choir directed by Eleanor Ford sang in many 

churches in the area for several years, as well as Je�erson 
City and Springfield. The late Virginia Harris was the pianist. 
The community also had a store that ran for many years 

located across from the U.S.O. building known as the “Old 
Town Store.’’ Paul DeBerry and his mother Ida operated the 
store a few years. 
In tracing the history of the Old Town area it would be 

impossible to name all of the families who lived in that 
area through the years, and the role that they played in our 
country’s history. Two called to my attention were Jacob 
Kenoly, who was a home missionary and then served as a 
foreign missionary in Liberia, and William Tecumseh Vernon, 
who served as a registrar of the U.S. Treasury and was a 
Bishop of the African Methodist Church. These are just two 
of the many outstanding citizens the Old Town area was 
proud of. ❖
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biggest changes of the past 50 
years were during the time when 
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the former residents experienced, 
it has been a great pleasure for all 
of us to realize the improvements in 

Serving as vice-chairperson of the Commission, she 
worked to get government funding for a housing complex 
for seniors in the Old Town section. She later was appointed 
as manager of the new Wyota Apartments and Lebanon 
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Left, Robert “Bob’’ Fitts, Old Town resident interviewed by Kirk Pearce in an About Town article.. 
Fitts was a longtime mechanic at Alvin Green Motors in Lebanon.

Below, Gene McDowell, who provided Pearce with a lot of information about Old Town’s history.

Right, a Green Book showed black travelers where it was safe to stay. Below is a list of places in 
Lebanon.
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Above, Francis Pennington in 
an About Town interview by 
Kirk Pearce May 1, 2005. Far 
left, Pearce’s photo from the 

newspaper at the time.

Far left, is an article written about 
Old Town in a 1949 edition of the 
Daily Record. Left, a 1942 article 
on the new W.T. Vernon School, 

former U.S.O. building.
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Transformation 3 Massage
Sue Ellen Calton, LMT/Owner
417-533-1100 • 417-594-1145

281 S. Jefferson, Ste. H • Lebanon, MO 65536
sueellen@transformationthree.com

body • mind • spirit

5,000 sq. feet of the best antiques
and primitives in the area

• Rt. 66 Memorabilia •
Open year round 10-5 everyday

417-532-7082
I-44 Exit 123, 5 miles West of Lebanon

Route 66 Antique Mall

Holt Monument Co.

September 1, 1927 Holt Monument started with 
the belief that each person should be able to have 

a monument. 92 years later, we still o�er quality 
monuments at prices you can a�ord.

1-800-459-8510 • 417-345-6114
115 East Franklin • Bu�alo, MO 65622

One block north of the square on Highway 73
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325 W Commercial St. Lebanon, MO 65536
Phone: (417) 588-2219 | Toll Free: (866) 396-3595 | Fax: (417) 588-2210

OUR FAMILY SERVING YOUR FAMILY

for over 40 years
Home • Farm • Auto • Business • Motorcycle • RV

M L IA
Mike Light Insurance Agency LLC

Mike Light & Sandi Ho�man

for over 40 yearsfor over 40 yearsfor over 40 years

“But God 
shows His 
love for us 

in that while 
we were 

still sinners, 
Christ died 

for us.” 

Romans 5:8 

If you or a 
loved one 
is seeking a 
short term 
or long term 
stay, or
adult day care,
consider 
Lebanon North 
Nursing & 
Rehab

Our facility off ers private and semi-private rooms, free cable 
and wi-fi , and compassionate and quality care from 

our nursing and therapy staff .

596 Morton Rd, Lebanon, MO 65536

(417) 532-9173

Employment Opportunities are available! 
We off er LPN and RN programs!

LACLEDE LITERACY COUNCIL
417-532-6697

IN LACLEDE COUNTY!

539 East Elm, Suite A
(Inside Chalet Village)

FREE TUTORING FOR:
• Basic Literacy - Elementary thru High School

- Reading and Math
• English as Second Language • HiSET (Formerly GED)

• ACT • ASVAB • Financial Literacy

Celebrating 30 years
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Wood Street Baptist Church may be the last original institution 
from Old Town. 
Pastor Sam Price said while the sign on the front of the church 

says established 1879, he said it originated in 1843 by runaway 
slaves in a hayshed east of Old Town before the Civil War. He 
said a white circuit preacher had compassion for the people 
who were being mistreated.
“The church was the focal point for the family,” Price said.
Edith Jeannette Harden said she has lived in Old Town and 

worshiped at Wood Street Baptist Church all her life. She recalled 
being baptized on June 12, 1966, by Rev. Grant Thomas. 
“Everything that went on at the church, we had to be here,” 

Harden said.
Harden said Wood Street Baptist was known for singing and 

her family would attend every Sunday morning, evening and 
Wednesday evening. She said her stepfather, Rev. Charles Mill, 
was preacher and when the roof of the Wood Street Church was 
collapsed, the congregation would hold church at their house on 
Green Street.
Price said members of the Southwest Baptist University football 

team helped repair the roof so it could be used again. He said a 
brick part of the building had to demolished, then in 1947 new 
insulation and a heater were installed.
 “I don’t care if you are pink, purple or whatever, you are welcome,” 

said Price. “I didn’t get to pick what color I came to this Earth. I 
was born in a slave cabin myself in southern Maryland when my 
dad lost his farm in the (stock market) crash.”
Harden said when she was growing up many of the original 

houses along St. Louis Street were physically moved before the 
apartments were built. She said rent was only $20 per month and 
now it cost $400 to $500 for a one bedroom house or apartment.
A 1979 Bittersweet articled titled “We’ve Still Got Some 

Struggling to Go” by Angela Hancock and Michelle Stamps 
stated Wood Baptist Church was the first Baptist church formed 
on the west side of the Mississippi.
Price said during the Civil War both the Union and Confederate 

armies controlled Lebanon at di�erent times. He said the Union 
soldiers commandeered Wood Street Baptist Church to make a 
field o�ice and horse stable. He said they burned all the records 
and everything in it when they left so the only thing that was left 
was a shell of a building.
Both Beverly Thomson and Dr. James Ford recalled a scary and 

tragic event in the late 1960s of a cross burned at the corner of 
Broadway facing Main street.
“One of my friends, LeRoy Dalton, was dating a white girl and 

actually had a cross burned in his yard,” Ford said.
Old Town resident and Lebanon barber Milan Hart said Lebanon 

was a segregated community when he was growing up. He said 
restaurants, stores and schools did not welcome blacks. 
“I first became a barber back in the segregation era in 1963,” 

Hart said. “My boss said, ‘If we have a black person come in, I’m 
going to cut his hair’ and I said, ‘I will too’ even though they didn’t 
train us in barber school to do it.”
Milan said when the Ku Klux Klan marched through Lebanon 

in June 1990 his wife, Joan Hart, was on the the Missouri 
Commission on Human Rights. He said the black community 

Church
By: Eric Adams
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Church
Photo by Cody Hauter

Wood Street Baptist Church Pastor Sam 
Price and perishoner Edith Jeannette Harden 

talk about their church’s long history. Price 
said while the sign on the front of the church 

says established 1879, he said it originated 
in 1843 by runaway slaves in a hayshed 

east of Old Town before the Civil War.                                                                                                                                             
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Price and perishoner Edith Jeannette Harden 
talk about their church’s long history. Price 

said while the sign on the front of the church 
says established 1879, he said it originated 

in 1843 by runaway slaves in a hayshed 
east of Old Town before the Civil War.                                                                                                                                             



was scared and called their house located in Old Town.
“You might say that Lebanon was the capital of Missouri of 

the Ku Klux Klan right here in this town,” Price said. “That’s why 
the black people don’t stay here because there is still so much 
racism.”
Joan Hart said she met with black leaders to devise a strategy 

before the KKK came. She said she also met with the Lebanon 
mayor, police chief Joel Richard and sheri� and a representative 
of the Klan at the Country Kitchen restaurant in Lebanon. She 
said parameters were set for the march since the city couldn’t 
legally keep it from happening. Hart said she got a lot of 
threatening calls from the KKK for opposing the march.
Lebanon-Laclede County Library Director Cathy Dame recalled 

in the “Memories of Laclede County Mo” Facebook 
group that dozens of fliers and booklets were 
placed at the library hidden everywhere. 
She said at the time it seemed like a big 
deal, but in the end the parade fizzled.
Norman Allee recalled that the five-

block march of about a dozen went 
by the Lunch Box Cafe’ when a large 
group heckled them down both sides 
of the street. An Associated Press 
news article echoed those sentiments 
stating a planned speech outside city 
hall was shouted down by hecklers.
In contrast, Lebanon did honor African 

American residents. Ford said he was 
very pleased to introduce W.T. Vernon and 
his mother, Eleanor Ford, as they were 
inducted in the Lebanon Wall of Honor. 
The honor is given to people whose lives and careers have had 
a major beneficial impact on the Laclede County area. 
Dr. Ford’s father, Adolph Ford, was highly respected for his 

tireless community service. He was a Boy Scout leader, a 
community center (Vernon Center) manager, a baseball coach, 
a softball coach, member of the Kiwanis Club, member of the 
Juvenile Council, President of the Laclede County Senate Bill 40 
Fund for the Lebanon Area Sheltered Workshop and a leader in 
the VFW.
In 1978, dozens of professional photographers participating 

in the Missouri Photo Workshop spent a week documenting 
Lebanon’s people. A photograph of Adolph Ford and Dorothy 

Nelson was one of the most memorable. Adolph was a long-
time handyman and chau�eur for Arthur and Dorothy Nelson. 
The Nelsons were successful business owners of the Nelson 
Tavern and the Dream Village on Route 66.
The iconic photograph by William Jansha, Jr. was published 

in National Geographic in February 1989. The cutline stated: 
“Maintaining the hierarchy of the household, Dorothy Nelson 
cooked meals alongside her butler, handyman, and friend, 
Adolph Ford, but dined in a separate room.”
A biography of Adolph Ford, by his son-in-law Charles 

Ledbetter, described a relationship that was much more than 
boss and employee. Adolph would accompany the Nelsons 
on trips during the Jim Crow era and was instructed to sit with 

them in segregated restaurants. Adolph would 
sometimes be the only black person dining in 

the restaurant. This illustrates an irony of 
the photograph of Adolph and Dorothy 

dining separately.
Ford encourages people to 
take an interest in the history 
and achievements of African 
Americans. Black History Month is 
a perfect setting to do something 

to recognize African Americans.
Price said race relations have 

improved since the 1950s and 60s, but 
stu� can erupt again just like a volcano.

“They need to know their history and 
the sacrifices their forefathers made 
for voting rights and people who were 
killed, people who were lynched,” Ford 

said. “Now we have a lot of people who don’t vote, that don’t get 
involved.”
Ford encourages people to join organizations to make a 

di�erence. He said voter registration and running for o�ice 
makes a di�erence.
Harden said she would like to see Vernon Park get more 

attention. She is frustrated that there is no electricity, that the 
bathrooms don’t work and the pavilion only has three picnic 
tables. 
“I think it’s wrong,” Harden said. “The other parks like Boswell 

and Atchley get all this attention. If they are going to fix those 
parks, why don’t they fix Vernon Park too?” ❖

28 REMEMBERING OLD TOWN •  SPRING 2019 • “Wood Street Church”

in the “Memories of Laclede County Mo” Facebook 
group that dozens of fliers and booklets were 
placed at the library hidden everywhere. 
She said at the time it seemed like a big 

stating a planned speech outside city 

In contrast, Lebanon did honor African 
American residents. Ford said he was 

them in segregated restaurants. Adolph would 
sometimes be the only black person dining in 

the restaurant. This illustrates an irony of 
the photograph of Adolph and Dorothy 

dining separately.

Price said race relations have 
improved since the 1950s and 60s, but 

stu� can erupt again just like a volcano.
“They need to know their history and Photo by Makayla Barnett

Mt. Lebanon Methodist Church located at the corner of McPhail and 
Wood streets in Old Town. Once an African Methodist Episcopal Church 

(AME), it was built in 1887.  It has been closed for several years.  
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Martin Luther King Memorial 
Service at Wood Street Baptist 

Church on April 1968.

Congregation of 
Wood Street Baptist 
Church in 1970.
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ADAD

Page Printing
est. 1945

From Paul “Pete” Page to Wendy “Segebarth” Reece,
it’s been our priority for 75 years to provide

top notch print services.

417-532-6232 • Downtown Lebanon, MO
www.pageprintinglebanonmo.com

• Forms • Catalogs
• Labels • Tags

• Invitations
• Envelopes

We want to
be your printer!

C & S Towing Inc.

24-HOUR
TOWING

HERE FOR YOU
when you need us

417-532-3871 • 245 S. Jackson • Lebanon, MO
Most major towing clubs & credit cards accepted

Towing & Air Bag
Recovery Services

C & S
Towing Inc.
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Rue Industries Inc. 

20725 State Hwy W, Lebanon, MO• 417-588-1082 

S�ving �ea boat build�s f �� 25 ye�s with 
quality boat c��s, t�s & f�nit�e

Your Hometown Feed, Fertilizer and 
Hardware Store Since 1920. 

225 S .  Je fferson Ave. , Lebanon
417-532-3174

Monday-F riday 8 am-5: 30pm
S aturday 8 am-12: 00pm

P h oto from Marc h  19 8 7  P rog ress Edition of T h e Lebanon D aily Rec ord 

We are proud to serve our community needs 
and look forward to many more 

years serving! 

417-588-8990 • Apply at PENMAC.JOBS

INDUSTRIAL & EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

1000 Alexis, Suite A-B, Lebanon

AMERICA’S LARGEST
EMPLOYEE-OWNED 
STAFFING COMPANY

VOTED BEST EMPLOYMENT 
AGENCY OF THE OZARKS FOR 
SEVENTEEN YEARS IN A ROW!

Anytime. Anywhere.
Any day...
That’s when you can count on State Farm®.
We know life doesn’t come with a schedule. That’s why at State Farm you can 
always count on us for whatever you need – 24/7, 365.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™. CONTACT AN AGENT TODAY.

Scott Chase, 
Agent

629 W Elm 
Lebanon, MO  

65536

Bus: 
417-588-1555

Fred Hynes, 
Agent

533 N Jefferson 
Lebanon, MO 

65536
Bus: 

417-588-2777

statefarm.com®

State Farm, Home Of�ce, Bloomington, IL

scott.chase.b5x5@statefarm.com fred.hynes.lhhn@statefarm.com
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Old Town
Walking the streets of Old Town Lebanon with cousins Mary 

Wilson and Beverly Thomson was like stepping back in history in 
a time machine. They grew up on the very streets where so much 
of Lebanon’s history began.
Over a century of change transformed 

this once thriving part of Lebanon‘s 
culture. Old Town was the seed 
for today’s crossroads of the 
Ozarks.
In the morning of June 

12, 2018, a parade of 
Lebanon High School 
students followed 
Wilson and Thomson 
around the perimeter of 
Old Town. They started 
at Wilson’s home where 
her grandmother once 
lived at the corner of St. 
Louis and McPhail streets. 
One of Wilson’s neighbor’s, 

Oreatha Joubert, recalled hearing 
stories about how Lebanon got its 
name. She said this area was once called 
Wyota after the Osage Indian village that was 
near. She said settlers from Lebanon, Tenn., 
pushed for the name change.
Wilson said the original Laclede County log 

courthouse and jail were along Main, St. Louis, Broadway and 
High streets. There were also simple businesses like a shoe shop, 

blacksmith, drug store and mercantile. 
Founded February 24, 1849, the Laclede County Government 
Center website states that the county was named after Pierre 

Laclede, founder of St. Louis. The first permanent 
Laclede County courthouse was 

constructed in 1851, then after the 
St. Louis-San Francisco Railroad 

located its depot south, the 
courthouse was sold for $50.

Laclede’s second 
courthouse was not built 
until 1894 on the same 
land where it stands 
today. A fire destroyed 
it in 1920, then the 
next was built in 1925 

for $72,428. A law 
enforcement sales tax 

passed in 1994 allowed the 
construction of the current 

government center.
According to the Laclede County 

Genealogical Society’s book “Laclede 
County, Missouri: History and Families, 

Volume 1” stated Lebanon became a 4th class 
city in 1877.
Wilson recalls as a child hearing stories of 

Lebanon’s original cemetery near the sinkhole 
west of Harwood Avenue and north of Ash Street. She said kids 
would tell stories and adventure in the area.

By: Eric Adams

Photo by Cody Hauter
Mary Wilson holds a photo of her grandmother’s 

home at the corner of St. Louis Street and McPhail 
Street in Old Town. 
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Old Town
Left, (photo by Eric Adams) 
Vincent Joubert III opens the 
door at L-LIFE Food Bank. 
Joubert grew up in Old Town.
Right, the  former Lebanon High 
School, which was also called 
the Adams Building.
Bottom right, the steps to the 
Adams Building in the parking 
lot of the former Lebanon Junior 
High School. 
Bottom left (photo by Cody 
Haueter), Cousins Mary Wilson 
and Beverly Thomson stand by a 
classic stone street marker in Old 
Town Lebanon.
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A history written by Jess Easley for the Laclede Historical Society 
stated that McPhail Cemetery began Sept. 26, 1857, when John 
B. Harrison and his wife, Martha, deeded 4.5 acres of land for a 
cemetery. According to records, the earliest gravestone was from 
Dec. 15, 1857.
While there were no other records of McPhail Cemetery, a 

newspaper articled from 1899 stated a number of soldiers were 
buried and later exhumed to be placed in the Federal Cemetery 
in Springfield. Other bodies were moved to the Lebanon 
Cemetery o� Hwy. 5 and Brice Street.
At the corner of what was High and St. 

Louis streets Thomson talked about 
playing basketball and volleyball 
at Vernon School following the 
desegregation of schools. She 
and her late brother, Jack Miller, 
lived across the street from 
Vernon School in a home that 
once belonged to Lebanon’s first 
mayor, E.J. Roberts.
Before it was Vernon School, the 

building was used as a United Service 
Organization (USO) by black soldiers 
from Fort Leonard Wood during WWII. The 
“Old Academy” was Lebanon’s first school built 
in 1855 northeast of the square in Old Town. 
The “History and Families”  book stated the Old 
Academy building was torn down in December 
1913. Next, the Adams building was constructed 
in 1871 at the location of the former Lebanon 
Junior High School.
Former Lebanon High School teacher Dr. James Ford attended 

Vernon School when it was desegregated   May 23, 1958. His 
mother, Eleanor Ford, was the sole teacher at Vernon School. She 
was then hired to be the librarian for all four of Lebanon’s public 
schools.
Ford said that Lebanon did not have problems during school 

integration like there were in Little Rock and other places. He said 
there were about 30 students attending Vernon School first grade 
through eighth grade. 
“The superintendent made a very good decision not assigning 

mother to a specific classroom, but as the very first school 
librarian,” Ford said. “For a 20-year-period she had every student 
in Lebanon. She had a lot of contacts and made a big impact on 

all the students of Lebanon.”
When Vernon School was closed the City of Lebanon donated 

the building to the “The Builders Club,” which included James’ late 
father, Adolph Ford, as well as the late George Case and Harry 
Givens. 
Adolph Ford was Scout Master for Lebanon’s only black scout 

troop and was sponsored by Mt. Lebanon Methodist Church. 
These scouts created a “Community Service Club” to help 

manage the Vernon building used for meetings and 
community events. The Daily Record reported 

that a fire destroyed the USO/ Vernon 
School in 1966.

In 2001 Dr. Ford became lay 
minister of Mt. Lebanon Methodist 
Church. The church, originally an 
African Methodist Church, was 
established in 1846 on the corner 
of McPhail and Wood streets in 
Lebanon. It has been closed for 

several years. William T. Vernon also 
preached at the church.

Ford said the Vernon building was 
Lebanon’s first civic center. It had a kitchen, 

stage and basketball court inside and outside it 
had a basketball court and baseball field open 
to all youth in Lebanon.
According to “The First Hundred Years” by 

Frances Gleason, Sumner Elementary was 
Lebanon’s African American school. Funds 
from Freedmen’s Aid Society built the school 

on McPhail Street in 1870, and it was in use until classes shifted 
to Vernon School.
Ford said in the 1950 Old Town was about 80-90 percent African 

American. A 1979 Bittersweet articled titled “We’ve Still Got Some 
Struggling to Go” by Angela Hanock and Michelle Stamps stated 
at its hight, Old Town had more than 125 black families. By 1979 
that had diminished to no more than 100. According to 2018 US 
census data, less than one percent of Laclede County are African 
American.
Ford said almost all of the black community lived in Old Town 

because of redlining. 
He said redlining became less of an issue starting in the 1970-

80s when African Americans could live anywhere in Lebanon. ❖
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Louis streets Thomson talked about 

building was used as a United Service 
Organization (USO) by black soldiers 
from Fort Leonard Wood during WWII. The 
“Old Academy” was Lebanon’s first school built 

community events. The Daily Record reported 
that a fire destroyed the USO/ Vernon 

School in 1966.
In 2001 Dr. Ford became lay 

several years. William T. Vernon also 
preached at the church.

Ford said the Vernon building was 
Lebanon’s first civic center. It had a kitchen, 

stage and basketball court inside and outside it 
Photo by Cody Haueter

This rustic home on the corner of Cherry and Main 
streets is reminiscent of many of Old Town’s original 

houses. Edith Jeannette Harden said growing up many 
of the original houses along St. Louis Street were 

physically moved before the apartments were built.
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Top left (photo by Mady 
Tietze), this big white house 

on the hill at 858 Wood 
Street was the home of 

Adolph and Eleanor Ford. 
It was originally owned 

by Lebanon’s first 
mayor, Wilson Kenoly. 

The overgrown lot 
demonstrates how 

the old is being 
hidden by the 

new, just as Old 
Town is barely 
recognizable. 

Bottom left 
(photo by 

Caullen 
Hudson), 
Lebanon 

High School 
teacher Eric 
Adams talks 
to Dr. James 

Ford about the 
history of Vernon 

School during 
an interview. Top 

right (photo by 
Caullen Hudson), 

Dr. James Ford 
grew up in Old 
Town. He is the 

son of prominent 
residents Adolph and 
Eleanor Ford. Bottom 

right, this historic photo 
shows Dr. James For in the 

last known class photo of 
Vernon School. 
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An Investment that 
will make you feel 

warm and cozy

House of Ivey
Stoves • Spas • Pools • Supplies

East 32 Plaza, 840 Hwy 32 • 532-3155
Open Mon, Thur & Fri • Taking Calls Daily!

F ireplac es •  Inserts •  F ree S tanding  S toves

In House Jewelry Repair
Custom Jewelry • Bridal Jewelry

We are here for your 

Life's Special Moments.

116 W. Commercial St. • 417-991-3566
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Providing classic car 
restoration services, custom 
metal fabrication, sales and 

repair service on American hot 
rods, rat rods, street rods, 

and every kind of 
muscle car for 20 years.

417-588-4497 
cjclassiccars.com

1972 GTO 455
BEFORE

AFTER

IT’S A LONG ROAD,
BUT IT’S WORTH IT!
IT’S A LONG ROAD,

BUT IT’S WORTH IT!

ttttttttttt 

Are you turning 65?
Disabled?

I can explain your
Medicare coverage options.
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William Tecumseh Vernon is one of Lebanon’s most famous 
former residents, holding high positions in education, 
government and churches.
The son, of Mr. and Mrs. Adam Vernon, former slaves, 
he was born near Lebanon in 1871, spent his early life in 
Lebanon, and attended the Lebanon black school, then 
known as Sumner School.
Vernon attended Lincoln Institute in Je�erson City and 
graduated in 1890.
He taught school and then was ordained a minister in the 
African Methodist Church at Wilberforce University in Ohio.
Vernon served as president of Western University in 
Quindaro, Kan., for ten years. Later, he was called for the 
presidency of Campbell College in Jackson, Tenn.
He served four and a half years as registrar of the U.S. 
Treasury, being appointed to the o�ice by President 
Theodore Roosevelt.
Vernon was an outstanding speaker and was on many 
programs of state and national importance through the 
years.
At the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in 1920, he was elected a Bishop of the African 
Methodist Church was assigned to the Union of South 
Africa and Basuto-Land, with headquarters in Cape Town.
In 1924, he was assigned to districts in this country, serving 
successively in the 15th and 12th district. After his retirement 
as bishop, his later years were spent in educational work.
He received the degrees of Master of Arts, Doctor of 
Divinity and Doctor of Laws. Vernon was a member of the 
Odd Fellows and 33rd degree Mason. ❖William Tecumseh Vernon and wife Emily June in early 1900s. Boy in back is unidentified.

VERNON
By: Kirk Pearce
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Photos from Frances Ethel 
Gleason’s book “The First 

Hundred Years” - 

From left, Jacob Kenoly, missionary 
to Liberia, Harry Williams, teacher 
at Sumner School in Old Town, and 
William Tecumseh Vernon, registrar 
of the U.S. Treasury.

Bottom left, Sumner School

Bottom right, W.T. Vernon School in 
Old Town.

Home of Mr. and Mrs. Adam 
Vernon, the parents of W.T. 

Vernon, in Old Town in 1907.

VERNON
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Above, W.T. Vernon 
School, former U.S.O. 
building, circa 1940s.

Left, W.T. Vernon School 
in 1958 with Eleanor Ford 
teacher. Last year held at 
the school.
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Above and below, W.T. 
Vernon of Lebanon’s 
signature can be seen 
on a $5 bill. He was 
the registrar of the U.S. 
Treasury at the time. 

Left, a portrait of William 
Tecumseh Vernon that 
was given to Mount 
Lebanon United 
Methodist Church.

Right, a painting of 
Vernon that was recently 
added into a mural at 
L-LIFE Food Pantry.

Above and below, W.T. 
Vernon of Lebanon’s 
signature can be seen 
on a $5 bill. He was 
the registrar of the U.S. 
Treasury at the time. 

Left, a portrait of William 
Tecumseh Vernon that 
was given to Mount 
Lebanon United 
Methodist Church.

Right, a painting of 
Vernon that was recently 
added into a mural at 
L-LIFE Food Pantry.
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Still Dedicated to Excellence for 62 years
Since 1957

1001 N. Lynn • Lebanon, MO

(417)532-6161
www.shadelscolonialchapel.com

Affordable Funeral & Cremation Services

1942-1950 1950-2001

405 Harwood Ave
Lebanon, MO 65536

Services Provided
8:00 - 11:30 AM | 1:00 - 4:30 PM

417-532-2134
Toll Free 888-806-6805

Lacledecountyhealth.com

Serving 
Laclede 
County

Since 1942
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514 W. Fremont Road • Lebanon, MO 65536 
(417) 532-5351 • lebanonsouthnursingrehab.com

We l� k forward to s� ing you!

Looking for a 
Rewarding Career?  

• Nurse Aide Certi� cation provided
• Certi� ed Medication Tech provided for qualifying employees
• Vacation and sick time
• Health, Dental, vision, Life, and other insurances
• 401k plan • Star of the Month program • Christmas Club
• 100% tuition coverage for employees entering an LPN or RN program
• Education re-imbursement for other programs available

Now Seeking Nurse Aides, 
C.N.A/C.M.T (2k Sign-On Bonus), 

LPN (3k Sign-On Bonus), and RN (5k Sign-On Bonus)!

Lebanon South Nursing & Rehab is Looking For You!

Proud to Serve as a 
Partner in our  Local Economic Development Efforts

Contact us Today: 417.533.5627 • brian@lebanonredi.com
www.LebanonREDI.com • 401 S. Jeff erson in Lebanon
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Clifford & Lena Smith 
1936 of Specializing in 

Hatching and Shipping Chicks. 

Jeff, Clifton & 
Nancy Smith 

It's our mission to enhance your life 
hy providing you with 

quality poultry. For showing,far meat, 
for enjoyment,far eggs,far pets. 

Chicks 
Ducks 
Geese 
Bantams 
Guineas 
Game Birds 
Peafowl 
Rare Breeds 

Cac!!�!����� 
Years 

417-532-4581
www.cacklehatchery.com Years 

838383838383838383838383838383838383838383838383838383838383838383838383838383838383838383838383838383838383
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417.588.1000 | MidMoBank.com
278 N. Jefferson, Lebanon, MO 65536

Member FDIC

At Mid-Missouri Bank, we’re passionate about 
the future of Laclede County. That’s why  our 
Investing In Future Leaders program with LHS 
and LTCC is such an important initiative for us. 
We know today’s students are tomorrow’s 
community leaders, and the students we see 
at our schools have us feeling very conndent at our schools have us feeling very conndent 
about the future of this place we call home.
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The memories of Old Town history are fading and 
sometimes answers can only be found in historic records 
or in cemeteries. In an e�ort to trace the history of William 
Tecumseh Vernon (1871-1944), students visited the Laclede 
County Courthouse, Lebanon-Laclede County Library, and 
Vernon Cemetery.
According to the Kenneth Spencer Research Library at the 
University of Kansas, William Tecumseh Vernon was born 
July 11, 1871 to former slaves Rev. Adam (1835-1916) and 
Margaret Hooker Vernon (d. 1931), in Lebanon, Missouri. 
According to “Early African-American Families of Camden 
and Laclede Counties, Missouri” by Neta Pope, William’s 
father, “Uncle” Adam Vernon, was born into slavery in 
Tennessee and came to Laclede County with James W. 
Vernon. 
According the 1860 Slave Census in Laclede County at age 
25, Adam was counted as one of 11 slaves ranging in ages 
from 2-months-old to 44 years old that belonged to Col. 
Miles Vernon Sr. He went with T. A. Vernon while serving 
three years in the Confederate Army during the Civil War. 
While he was escorting 1,000 Native Americans through the 
Goodwin Hollow district, he discovered good land for a farm.
Miles Vernon was born around 1796 in Virginia. He was a 
farmer before moving to Laclede County. He was a veteran 
of the Battle of New Orleans with General Andrew Jackson 
between British troops in the War of 1812.
Miles Vernon built a hotel, known as the Duvall Hotel, on the 
square in Old Town. He served as a state senator through 
the 1850s. During the Civil War, Col. Miles Vernon presided 

over the Jackson Legislature at Neosho where the governor 
and his followers fled from General Lyons and the Federal 
troops.
According to “The First Hundred Years” by Frances Gleason 
Col. Vernon did not commit to the Conferate or Union side 
until Confederate Gen. Sterling Price’s army camped on his 
land cutting down trees to block the way for Union troops 
before the battle of Wilson Creek. Col. Vernon and his sons, 
except for Lillard, joined the Confederate Army.
According to family member, Mark Vernon, at the close of the 
Civil War, Miles Vernon returned to Lebanon and was turned 
over to Federal Concentration Camp at Rolla. He died there 
of pneumonia, all personal fortune, slaves and homestead 
lost. His son, Lillard Vernon, stayed at the family homestead 
with his nine children.
After the Civil War Adam Vernon settled in Lebanon and 
worked for Wallace Brothers Mercantile Company and at 
the private home of J.C. Wallace.
An article in the Oxford African American Studies Center 
website stated W.T. Vernon married Emily Jane Embry (1876-
1944), an instructor of Latin and mathematics at Western 
University, in Aug. 18, 1901, in Quindaro, Kan. 
William T. Vernon attended primary school in Lebanon, most 
likely Sumner Elementary, built in 1870 according to “The 
First Hundred Years” by Frances Gleason. He graduated 
from Lincoln Institution in 1890 and became a teacher in 
Bonne Terre, then taught in Lebanon at Sumner, labeled 
the “colored school” in articles from The Laclede County 
Republican. 

Cemetery
By: Eric Adams
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Cemetery
Photos by Alexis Starnes

Historic Vernon Cemetery was founded by Col. Miles 
Vernon in the 1860s. It is on private land o� of Rolling 
Hills Road west of Lebanon. The original Vernon property 
was settled in 1840 after Miles Vernon discovered the 
land in 1812 when marching 1,000 Native Americans to 
“Indian” territory. 



“We need more farmers, less loafers, more money, less 
poverty, more manhood, less obstinacy, more doctors, 
less quacks, more God-called theologians, less self-called 
preachers, more competent school teachers, less wage 
drawing school keepers,” said W.T. Vernon to the Western 
University baccalaureate students. “Brains minus energy 
and education to employ them are valueless. We 
must get something that other races want.”
W.T. Vernon became widely known 
for his public speaking around 
the US. He followed his father 
into ministry in the African 
Methodist Church. He 
earned a D.D. (Doctor 
Divinatis) at Wilberforce 
University, Wilberforce, 
Ohio.
“The object of education, 
aside from the ethical 
value, is the making of a 
good, successful citizen and 
neighbor,” said W.T. Vernon 
in an article for the Christian 
Recorder.
In 1906, US President Theodore Roosevelt 
appointed Vernon to be the Register of the 
US Treasury. At that time the nation’s highest 
governmental post ever occupied by an 
African American. For four and a half years 
Vernon’s signature appeared on US currency. He transitioned 
into being President of Campbell College then being elected 
bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal Church.
“There have been very few white or black people who have 
been appointed by a president,” former Old Town resident 
and local educator Dr. James Ford said. “When you think 
that in the time period in the early 1900s an African American 
from a very small city.”
Reading book accounts provided a good start, but digging 
deeper required finding research documents from original 
sources. First, students visited the Laclede County 
Courthouse to visit now retired County Recorder Lynn 
Stowe.  
Stowe graciously opened his o�ice to students to see the 
oldest records. The aged plats were secured in cabinets 

wrapped in plastic sleeves. 
A 1920 fire destroyed many of the original circuit court and 
school records, but thankfully county recorder and treasurer 
records were saved. The early plats of city neighborhood 
developments were di�icult to decode, but provided a rough 
idea street location.

Lisa Little with the Laclede County Circuit 
Clerk’s o�ice was able to provide 

original documents of personal 
property assessment. These 

documents also were 
di�icult to understand, but 

interesting.
Next, students visiting 
the Missouri Room 
and Route 66 Museum 
at the Lebanon-
Laclede County 

Library.  They viewed 
original documents 

from the Laclede County 
Genealogical Society, 

including a directory of Vernon 
Cemetery located o� Rolling Hills 

Road.
The cemetery was established by Col. 
Miles Vernon in the 1840s. E�ort   was 
made to investigate the cemetery to better 
understand if there were any record of 

William T. Vernon’s family. The cemetery includes a number 
of slave graves and Col. Vernon, who was master to W.T. 
Vernon’s father, Rev. Adam Vernon, prior to the Civil War.
The Laclede County Genealogical Society’s book “Early 
African-American Families of Camden and Laclede 
Counties, Missouri” included census information as well as 
newspaper article clippings. The cemetery layout and lack of 
legible markings made it di�icult to determine if gravestones 
were of slaves.
Historical columnist Joan Hart wrote “W.T. Vernon was a 
Lebanon treasure, and his story and that of his parents is a 
rich part of our history. It should be taught in the Lebanon 
school curriculum every year, perhaps as part of Black 
History month. Maybe it is now. I sincerely hope so.”
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must get something that other races want.”
W.T. Vernon became widely known 
for his public speaking around 
the US. He followed his father 
into ministry in the African 

neighbor,” said W.T. Vernon 
in an article for the Christian 

In 1906, US President Theodore Roosevelt 
appointed Vernon to be the Register of the 

Lisa Little with the Laclede County Circuit 
Clerk’s o�ice was able to provide 

original documents of personal 
property assessment. These 

documents also were 
di�icult to understand, but 

interesting.
Next, students visiting 
the Missouri Room 

Library.  They viewed 
original documents 

from the Laclede County 
Genealogical Society, 

including a directory of Vernon 
Cemetery located o� Rolling Hills 

Road.
The cemetery was established by Col. Photo by Alexis Starnes

A grave at Vernon Cemetery is hidden behind 
some flowers.
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Photos by Alexis Starnes

The scenic beauty of Vernon Cemetery illustrates what attracted its original settlers. The toppled 
grave of Col. Miles Vernon (above) was caused by high winds, not vandalism. The rural cemetery 
is on private land and only gets maintenance before Memorial Day each year.
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NOW HIRING

• Experienced Full-Service Custom Job Shop
• Complete Metal Fabrication Components
• Laser Cutting
• Powder Coat
• Robotic Welding
• Assembly and More!
• ISO 9001:2015 Certi� ed

• Competitive Wages

• 60 Day Salary Review

• Paid Vacation & Holidays

• Health & Life Insurance

• Matching Retirement

• Safe / Clean Work Environment

16055 State Highway E • Lebanon, MO • (417) 426-5577 • MetaltechProductsInc.com

Ralph Pitts
112 East Commercial Street 

Lebanon, MO 65536
P 417-532-6106

email: RPitts@ShelterInsurance.com

Shelter Life Insurance Company Columbia, MO

Let me help assure your family is able to 
continue the legacy for future generations.

Continuing the Legacy
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Laclede Mutual Insurance
417-588-1857 • 800-279-5543

325 W. Commercial Lebanon • Est 1912 • www.mutual-insurance.com

Call one of our local independent agents today, be sure to tell them you would like a quote from Laclede Mutual!

Since our 1st Lebanon Policy 
was issued in 1912, 

we have continued the same 
Hometown Service you deserve! 

At Laclede Mutual, your 
premium dollars stay local, 

in our community.

Laclede Mutual Insurance has been Laclede County's only Insurance Company in Laclede County since 1912.

Our � rst preliminary meeting was held January 2, 1912 at the Laclede courthouse for 
citizens interested in insurance on farm property.

Wm A Garretson had drawn a constitution and by-laws, which he submitted for approval. 
Five board members and a president, G Schneider were elected to become the � rst 
Laclede County Mutual named Mutual Insurance Association of Laclede County.

In May of 2002, a Certi� cate 
of Amendment was � led and 
our name changed to Laclede 
Mutual Insurance. Our � rst 
insurance policy was written on
February 7, 1912 for the sum of 
$1,000 on house and contents, 
to our present amount of over 
$2,000,000 in premium today.

With over 2,000 policyholders, 
Laclede Mutual Insurance 
continues to meet the needs 
of our customers by providing 
property and casualty coverage 
to our insured’s throughout the 
state of Missouri.

Mr. G. Schneider 
� rst President

Mr. Wm. Garretson 
� rst Secretary



Bolivar 
3260 S Spring�eld Ave 

(417) 326-2436

Clinton 
1415 N Washington 

(660) 885-6165

Lebanon 
1680 W Elm

(417) 532-7158

W W W. C A N D C FA R M A N DHOM E . C OM

1970491994

2019
Farm Supplies & Equipment • Veterinarian Supplies

Lawn & Garden • Power Equipment • Clothing • Gi� Ware

494949494949494949494949494949y e a r s
Many things have changed 

since our beginning in 
1970, but our customers 

have always been, 
and always will be, 

our top priority.

�ank you for 49 years! 
We look forward to 

serving you for many 
years to come.
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Learning the history of Old Town Lebanon would not be 
complete without learning about W.T. Vernon. Both Vernon 
Park and Vernon Heights Senior Housing are named after one 
of Lebanon’s greatest residents.
Students walked from Lebanon High School to Vernon Heights 
in the June heat each week. Students were able to interact with 
residents and learn about local history thanks to support from 
Vernon Heights Administrator Kathy Kincheloe. She hosted an 
ice cream social during the first student visit.
LHS students from Dan Sample’s class created the game 
“Lebanonopoly” and it was used as a way to break the ice 
to start conversations. Soon residents were telling their life 
stories.
Vernon Heights resident Judy Williams recalled living in 
Lebanon all her life. She said her great-grandfather built the 
steps of the Old Adams Building, one of the first public school 
buildings in Lebanon. She said her father worked for the 
Nelson Hotel when he returned from WWII.
“Most of Lebanon is about the same as when I grew up,” 
Williams said. “The main di�erence is that local businesses 
are not typically passed down to the next generation.”
Williams recalled that many of the houses located around 
Springfield Road now, once were located in Old Town. One of 
her favorite memories was buying giant Texas watermelons 
from St. Bernard’s Market.
Lebanon historian Joan Hart was a wealth of personal 
information and research knowledge. She said one of her 
biggest concerns is a lack of public interest in history.

“Many of us have failed to recognize our outstanding citizens 
from years gone by who once lived and worked in this area 
- including but not limited to people like William Tecumseh 
Vernon and Harold Bell Wright, along with Governor Phil M. 
Donnelly and Richard Parks (Silver Dick) Bland, who came 
here to live at age 34 and died at his home here in 1899,” Hart 
said. “And to add to that, Wright’s book, ‘The Calling of Dan 
Matthews,’ while a fictional novel, literally allows you to go 
to the Old Town of Lebanon area and follow the characters’ 
footsteps from where the Old Academy stood up to Harwood, 
Adams, Washington and Madison streets today.”
Hart said she understands why some residents were angry 
with Wright for the way he depicted Corinth, but his book was 
written over one hundred years ago. She said as she continues 
to research and write more columns on Lebanon’s fantastic 
history, she could use some help.
Vanita Rae Smith grew up in Old Town Lebanon, but now lives 
in Hawaii as a professor at Pacific Rim Christian University. 
She also served for 42 years in US Army entertainment. Smith 
shared her memories while attending her late classmate Tom 
Roper’s memorial. She fondly remembers playing ball at the 
Vernon School after it was turned into a community center. 
She also recalled participating in many horse shows with 
Frank Meachum.
“Except for having to walk so far to school, I loved living in 
that part of town,” Smith said. “Nobody had ever told me about 
racial discrimination, so I didn’t know I wasn’t supposed to 
enjoy having as many black neighbors as white. I wouldn’t 
trade that experience of diversity in the 50s for anything.”

Senior Housing
By: Eric Adams
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Senior Housing

Photos by Keilei Petary

Above, Vernon Heights was home base for students planning interviews and photo shoots during the 2018 
summer experience featuring Old Town Lebanon. Right, The hands of students playing Lebanopoly, a game 
created by the Lebanon High School students of teacher Dan Sample. Playing the game was a way to break 
the ice with Vernon Heights residents. Below, The back patio at Vernon Heights was one of the locations for 
portraits and interviews for Lebanon High School’s summer experience.
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Vincent Joubert III grew up in Old Town and currently works at 
L-Life Food Bank. He said people were like family in Old Town.
“(Old Town) was not about color, it was about where you lived,” 
Joubert said. “When I lived in Old Town you had poor black 
people and white poor people. You lived next to them for years, 
years and years. Your family was the block you lived on.”

Joubert said he is sad that many of the homes and families 
are no longer in Old Town. He said now people who live in 
Lebanon Oaks Apartments come and go.
“I want to run for mayor because I’m tired of our history being 
taken away from us,” Joubert said. “If you have a town that has 
no history left, what’s the point of having a town? The sweetest 
part of this town is gone. It upsets me.” ❖

 Photos by Keilei Petary 
The bench outside Vernon Heights proudly claims 
the Vernon name, but not many people know who it 
honors. William T. Vernon is arguably Lebanon’s most 
accomplished resident. He served at the pinnacle of 
education, religion and government. 
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Photos by Amber Montgomery

Top, Jim Beall, 77, has lived at Vernon 
Heights for three years. He is pictured 
covering the face of Jeanie Steiro, the 
former leasing associate for residents. 
Beall originates from Bu�alo, Missouri, 
and is a father of 7 children, two of 
whom have passed away. 

Middle left, Sharon Shover, a resident 
at Vernon Heights Senior Citizen 
Apartments, poses for a portrait on 
June 14, 2018.  W.T Vernon Housing 
Corporation o�ers one bedroom and 
studio-sized e�iciency apartments for 
people who are over 62 or disabled, on 
a limited income looking for a�ordable 
safe housing in Lebanon.

Middle bottom, former Vernon Heights 
Leasing Associate Jeanie Steiro poses 
for a portrait.

Bottom left, Randy Nivens, a three-year 
resident at Vernon Heights, stands next 
to his wheelchair. He has an oxygen tank 
and considers his decision to leave his 
previous home one of the best decisions 
that he has ever made.

Middle right, Lois Faye Breedon, age 82, 
has been a Vernon Heights resident for 
10 years. Breedon states, “I love my kids 
but, I’d rather live at Vernon Heights than 
with them.”
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CHEVROLET, FORD, CHRYSLER, OR DODGE

“Where �e Trucks Are!”
www.wherethetrucksare.com

“The Ford Store Of The Ozarks”
www.qualityford.net

We’ve Got You Covered.
Lindsay Auto Group, Your Hometown

Auto Dealer for Over 40 Years.

518  M issouri A ve. ,  S t.  R ob ert518  M issouri A ve. , S t.  R ob ert

573-336-3000
518  M issouri A ve. , S t.  R ob ert518  M issouri A ve. , S t.  R ob ert

LINDSAY  
  CHRYSLER
      DODGE

26 0  W.  E lm S t. ,  L eb anon26 0  W.  E lm S t. ,  L eb anon

417-532-3146
26 0  W.  E lm S t. ,  L eb anon

LINDSAY  
FORD

28 5 W.  E lm S t. ,  L eb anon28 5 W.  E lm S t. ,  L eb anon

417-532-3114
28 5 W.  E lm S t. ,  L eb anon

LINDSAY  
CHEVROLET



60 REMEMBERING OLD TOWN •  SPRING 2019

Editor’s note: The Laclede County Record would like to thank 
the Missouri Press Workshop for allowing us to reprint these 
wonderful photos from the 1978 Missouri Press Workshop. This 
magazine would not be complete without their inclusion. 
National Geographic magazine featured Lebanon in the February 
1989 issue as part of an article about the Missouri Photo Workshop. 
This workshop has documented a small town in Missouri each year 
since 1949. Lebanon has been visited twice, once in 1978 and again 
in 2000.
Texas photojournalist William “Bill” Jansha, Jr. captured one of the 
workshop’s most iconic images. The cutline stated: “Maintaining 
the hierarchy of the household, Dorothy Nelson cooked meals 
alongside her butler, handyman, and friend, Adolph Ford, but dined 
in a separate room.”
Ford was a pillar of Old Town Lebanon. While he was not born in 
Lebanon, he moved there after serving in a segregated quartermaster 
unit following the D-Day invasion in France. Route 66 business 
owners Frank and Dorothy Nelson hired Adolph in 1946 to be a part-
time gardener and expanded to full-time.
According to the biography of Adolph Ford, by his son-in-law Charles 
Ledbetter, “George Adolph Ford: A Life Remembered,” it describes a 
relationship that was much more than boss and employee. Adolph 
would accompany the Nelsons on trips during the Jim Crow era 
and was instructed to sit with them, even in segregated restaurants. 
Adolph would sometimes be the only African American person 
dining in the restaurant. This illustrates an irony of the photograph of 
Adolph and Dorothy dining separately.
Adolph would walk daily from Old Town to the Nelson’s colonial-
revival mansion on Madison Avenue next to their Nelson Dream 
Village motel on Route 66. Frank Nelson died Oct. 9 1966, and 
required Ford to take on more responsibility. He would help Dorothy 

Nelson with driving, cooking, cleaning as well as minor maintenance 
around the house. Adolph served as a waiter during social functions 
throughout the year.
Jansha recently wrote in an e-mail about the MPW photo story 
and how he was challenged to document Adolph and Dorothy’s 
relationship. The workshop faculty, he a�ectionately calls “the big 
three” even told Jansha that he was not good enough to tell that 
story.
“I realized they had both witnessed pivotal eras of American life 
(including the) women’s right to vote, the end of the industrial 
revolution, the depression, World Wars I and II, continued ethnicity 
strife in the reconstructed South, civil rights, but from di�erent cultural 
perspectives,” Jansha wrote. “All of this is intriguing but di�icult to 
show in photographs.”
Jansha not wanting to take no for an answer, responded to the big 
three by saying he would learn more from trying and failing than 
choosing an easier subject. Even though the workshop faculty 
allowed Jansha to attempt the story he struggled to gain the 
confidence of Dorothy Nelson. 
“Meeting Mr. Ford and Mrs. Nelson in the formal front room of the 
house was like stepping into history,” Jansha wrote. “The comments 
about the first photos I produced indicated I was overworking the 
pictures, then they (workshop) showed the final photo of my first 
day’s work, a vertical of Ford gently escorting Nelson as they walked 
away from the camera, up the driveway, with the lower part of the 
photo containing full length, mirror image shadows of their bodies 
draped onto the driveway, and (the faculty) commented something 
like… A Good Start.”
Jansha said on the second day of shooting photos, Ford apologized 
that Mrs. Nelson had changed her mind about allowing the photo 
story because she was uncomfortable about the project. Jansha 

Photo Workshop
By: Eric Adams
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Photo Workshop

Photos by William Jansha, Jr. courtesy of the Missouri  Press Workshop 

Above and top right, William Jansha, Jr. took these top two pictures of Dorothy Nelson and Adolph Ford in 1978 as part of the Missouri Press Workshop. 
The top left photo was reprinted in a February 1989 National Geographic with this cutline, “Maintaining the hierarchy of the household, Dorothy Nelson 
cooked meals alongside her butler, handyman, and friend, Adolph Ford, but dined in a separate room.” 

Photos by Rich Gigli courtesy 
of the Missouri  Press 

Workshop 

Frank Meachum is shown here 
at his home in Old Town on 
Main Street.
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went back to the big three who told him to find 
something new.
As Jansha looked for a new story Dorothy’s 
daughter, Mary Elizabeth (Nelson) Owen, 
insisted that he give it another try and to go 
back to Dorothy’s house. Owen said that by 
the time Jansha got back to her mother’s house 
she would have persuaded her to continue the 
projects.
“Mrs. Nelson’s daughter (was) just as feisty and 
strong-willed as her mother,” Jansha said. “Mr. 
Ford welcomed me back…”
The next two days included mundane 
interactions of driving and doing errands that 
did not impress the big three. On the third day 
of shooting, he captured them cooking lunch 
together.
“When the food was cooked and it was time 
to eat, Mr. Ford very quietly placed food on her 
plate as she quietly walked through the kitchen 
door into (the) dining room and sat down, 
followed by her loyal dog who knew his place 
also during lunch,” Jansha said. “Mr. Ford then 
quietly placed Mrs. Nelson’s plate in front of 
her as she put her napkin in her lap. Then he 
retreated to the small kitchen table and began 
to read his newspaper as he ate the same food 
they had both cooked together.”
Jansha said it was the moment journalism 
photographers savor because Adolph and 
Dorothy both forgot about being photographed. 
He said even the dog forgot about him.
“I thanked God for the doorway leading into a 
hall, next to the doorway into the kitchen. My 
shortest lens was a 24mm and I had to quietly 
lay down on my stomach with my body in the 
hallway and camera on the floor to make the 
full frame photo of the two friends who could 
not sit at the same table to eat lunch, because 
at all times she was employer and he worked 
for her, possibly also because of race. But 
possibly because it simply was his lunch break 
to rest from his job of taking care of her, letting 
her feel independent.”
Jansha said the night the Missouri Photo 
Workshop showed the “lunch photo” the 
faculty did not say anything about it even 

though it broke a workshop “cardinal rule” of 
no photos of people eating at a table. He said 
the photo slide was left on the screen for quite 
a while before going on to other photos and 
commentary.
The understood qualities of the lunch photo 
have grown since the workshop. Jansha said 
the initial response from faculty and a workshop 
crew member gave him the impression that he 
did not even produce a photo story that week.
“But inside I disagreed,”  Jansha said about the 
critique of his photos. “I am sorry if I am wrong, 
but I felt I did produce a decent photo story.”
The understanding of the lunch photo has 
resonated in other cultural expressions. It 
occurred 10 years before Aflred Uhry won 
a Pulitzer Prize for writing “Driving Miss 
Daisy,” an autobiographical play about the 
relationship of an elderly white Southern 
Jewish woman, Daisy Werthan, and her 
African-American chau�eur, Hoke Coleburn. 
Jansha said knowing of the play and film’s 
success made him smile because it a�irmed 
the success of his story at the 1978 workshop.
“I think the 1978 faculty may have been a bit 
arrogant and short-sighted, they only saw 
racism in the lunch photo, they dismissed 
the other photos I took, because they 
appeared to want to influence photographers 
to produce photos with shock appeal and 
sensationalism,”  Jansha said. “Their message 
was subtle photos don’t sell.”
Jansha said the “Driving Miss Daisy” story was 
happening all over the nation because black 
men and women who lived their blessed lives 
take care of others. He said it appeared that 
Adolph Ford was an example of someone 
who took care of everyone he met.
“Often failing at doing something teaches 
you more than if you had succeeded 
completely,”   Jansha said. “I took what I 
learned at the Missouri Workshop and 
throughout my photojournalism career often 
succeeded making photos no one else came 
up with, once simply because I walked a 16th 
of a mile further down a road than the other 
photographers did.” ❖

 
Photos by Christopher 

Covatta/Missouri Press 
Workshop

Top, a portrait of L.A. Lowrance 
(then Sarah McDowell).

The bottom photo shows 
Lowrance with her husband, 

Lebert McDowell.

Middle, a portrait of their 
4-year-old son, Daniel 

McDowell with a kitten.
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For The Past 22 Years, 
Nature's Pantry Has 
Been Dedicated To You & 
Your Family's Health!

“In 22 years, I have had the opportunity to meet so 
many wonderful folks and be a part of their choices 
in living a healthy lifestyle. I am looking forward to 
the future and invite you to stop in today.”
We carry a full line of vitamins, organic foods, health care 
books and weight loss products. We also have a huge 
selection of Leanin Tree gift cards and a wide range of 
bulk spices. We even have a large selection of products 
dedicated to children and their special health care needs.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact us. We will do our very best to answer all of your 
questions and to provide references and suggestions 
if needed. We pride ourselves on fast turn around and 
personal service.

HOURS:
Sun. 11 to 5 • Mon.-Thur. 9 to 5:30 • Fri. 9-5

55 & Older 10% Senior Discount
Every Fri. & Sun.

555 East Elm St. in Chalet Village Lebanonwww.naturespantryhealth.com



64 REMEMBERING OLD TOWN •  SPRING 2019






	Page 01
	Page 02
	Back
	InsideBack



